
Statement of  Society for  Protection of  Tribal Interests, India 
At the United Nations Working Group for  Indigenous Populations 

Geneva 29th July - 2nd August 

Madame Chairperson, 

1. Major issues of  Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in India are loss of  control over their habitat 
- land, forest  and water - and their massive expropriation on account of  displacement and in 
many cases without even adequate compensation and rehabilitation. 

2. Many projects are being pushed through in the tribal area of  Central India. To mention a 
few,  these are the establishment of  Pilot Project Netarhat Field Firing Range, construction 
of  two big dams under Koel-Karo project, construction of  a series of  dams on rivers Sankh 
and Swasnarekha. All these projects are going to affect  at least half  a million people and 
displace more than 200 thousand people of  which more than 80% will be the indigenous and 
tribal people. 

3. Millions of  Indigenous and Tribal People have already been displaced in India on account of 
development projects. According to a report victims of  "development" have steadily swollen 
to 30 million. It is also reported that "20% of  the country's tribal population has been 
displaced - the single largest group to be affected  by development". 14 million, almost 50% 
of  the total displaced people in the country are Indigenous and Tribal people. Out of  14 
million displaced indigenous and tribal people only 4.5 million have been rehabilitated 
somehow or other and the remaining 9.5 million have been left  in a tragic situation of 
destitution, debilitation and death. 

Madame Chairperson, 

I would like to appeal to the world community to consider seriously for  bringing this kind of 
slow genocide under the perview of  crime against humanity. 

4. In the global rush the political system of  my country has adopted a strategy of  silence with 
regard to the problems of  Indigenous and Tribal people, with occasional show of  mock 
concern for  them. The system appears to be pitched against the very people whose 
protection is its responsibility. 

Madame Chairperson, 

We want freedom  of  choice in respect of  extent and pace of  development and opportunity 
to have our own priorities. 

Thank you very much for  your kind attention. 

Peter Minz 
SPTI / INDIA 


